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No. 


Subjects Taught High School 


together the findings all known studies subjects 


purpose the study here reported was bring 


taught high-school teachers. presenting the sub- 
ject distributions the teaching staffs tabulated form, state 
comparisons the number teaching each subject are possible. 
Such information should interest those engaged 
training prospective teachers and the advisers aspirants. 

search literature reveals analyses high-school teach- 
ing-loads covering areas state-wide larger extent. One 
study covered positions large cities; another was study 
the South; were state-wide studies, covering states. 
The two investigations West Virginia were complementary 
studies, each concerning itself with part the state. The 
studies covered per cent the high-school teaching posi- 
tions the country. The 98,464 teaching positions included 
12,208 duplicates. For example, two studies included New 
York City. All high-school positions the state were included 
the investigations; only teachers districts certain 
sizes were studied seven; and four cases, only teachers 
new their positions were considered. 

Direct comparisons results these studies are not 
possible because not all were the same bases. For instance, 
some reports subjects were grouped under such heading 
social science; others, the subjects history, civics, soci- 
ology, and economics were listed individually. was not 
possible either throw the detailed list into larger groupings 
subclassify the larger groups further. Thus, the number 
history teachers one state could not compared with that 
another state which history was reported the social- 
science group. 

The studies reported covered range twelve years. Only 
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two studies were made more than six years ago. would have 
been better, course, had all the studies been made during the 
past two three years. all cases, however, which two 
studies were found the same state the more recent was used. 


NOTHER problem involved the question: “What teacher 
specific subject?” Bases were not always discernible. 
For instance, the term teacher Latin” was not defined, 
was defined one who taught one more classes that sub- 
ject, one who taught more than half-time Latin, one 
whose predominant work was Latin. Even with all these 
problems and difficulties comparison, there are certain values 
bringing the results these studies together. Readers may 
get least general picture the proportions those en- 
gaged teaching specific subjects. 

Tables and present the results these studies set 
for comparative purposes. would expected, the tables 
show considerable variation from state state the percentage 
all teachers engaged any specific subject. can noted, 
however, that the relative subject rankings are somewhat 
similar. For example, the largest percentages teach English, 
although three states social-science teachers are more numer- 
ous. More teach Latin than any other language all states 
except Maine. French more popular than Spanish except 
Oklahoma, Kansas, Washington, and Idaho. German 
not widely taught except Washington, although the Wash- 
ington study was made twelve years ago. thinly populated 
states, large proportions the teachers care for three more 
subjects; this makes for larger percentages. more densely 
populated areas, the percentages each subject are smaller, 
since single-subject teachers are more numerous. addition, 
the larger schools offer wide curricular offerings. This again 
reduces the percentages each subject. 

Table III distributes 98,464 teachers whose programs were 
reported the studies according subjects they taught. 
Ranking subjects the number teachers engaged shows 
English, social sciences, mathematics, sciences, and commercial 
studies most widely found teachers’ programs. also shows 
that there are great number subjects that are little taught 
any the high schools covered these investigations. 
however, that large number subjects seldom 


MAY 27, 287 


taught have not been reported some these studies. Un- 
doubtedly there are more subjects taught high schools than 
those listed Table III, and likely there were here and there 
subjects taught the various states studied that were not re- 
ported because they were not the high schools covered 


TABLE 


THE NUMBER AND Per Cent TEACHERs FIELD 


(Total number teachers this study 98,464) 


Total Total 
Number of Subject Number of 
Teachers 


Teachers 


Commercial studies... 9.0 Chemistry .......... 
Bookkeeping 0.7 General science...... 
Shorthand, typing.... 0.8 
Business training.....| = 64 | ....... Physical science..... 
Commercial geography 0.2 Physiology-hygiene 
Commercial law...... 0.2 
Salesmanship ........| || | 


Home economics ..... 7.0 ik 
Industrial arts...... 5.0 Geography .......... 
Printing cool . || Physiography ....... 
Machine shop. 0.3 Miscellaneous ....... 


Teacher training..... 


| CD | 


Grade subject........ 
0.6 Penmanship ........ 
Spelling 


Extra-curricular .... 
|| Study hall........... 
6.0 
. 

17.0 eccupations ........ 
4.0 
Vocational guidance. . 


Total number........ 


Scandinavian 
Modern languages.... 
Italian 


17,044 
3,998 
Physical 6,120 


146,685 


the investigations. With the exception reports covering 
districts specific sizes, the programs studied likely were 
representative. 

The United States Bureau Education has recently re- 
ported subject the number students public and private 
high schools from 1890 1928. These data should care- 
studied those who are interested trends. However, 


Agriculture 11,007 11.0 
Biological science.... 162 
1,197 1.0 : 
2,238 2.0 
2,039 2.0 
135 
1,312 1.0 
10,037 10.0 
8,121 8.0 
422 0.4 
494 0.4 
1,811 2.0 
561 0.6 
! 249 0.2 
q : 
Latin 19 
German 13 ecccces 
French 
4 7 13 
5,546 70 ecccces 
11 é 
149 
349 0.8 
6.0 
> 
1 


288 EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH BULLETIN 


the percentage teachers subject not necessarily di- 
rectly proportional the percentage students enrolled. 
The pupil-teacher ratio subjects widely taken, such Eng- 
lish, much higher than those having small enrollments. 
Thus, the teachers English the small high school may 
have pupils each class because virtually all high- 
school pupils take English, whereas the teachers French, 
Spanish, advanced mathematics may have only two three 
students enrolled certain classes. Community demands also 
keep some subjects the high-school curriculum even with 
small enrollments. study trends pupil-subject enroll- 
ments high schools will, however, give clues which 
subjects will require increasing numbers teachers and which 
studies will perhaps eventually eliminated from the high- 
school curriculum. Trends numbers subject teachers 
would, however, available, give much better picture 
the situation. Such trends are not noted except the 
Indiana study, which gives three-year trend picture for all 
teachers. The Missouri, Illinois, South Dakota, and Idaho 
investigations also cover three-year periods, but only for dis- 
tricts certain sizes. hoped that more trend studies will 
made the near future help predicting the number 
who will engaged teaching specific subjects high schools. 
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The Educational Use Audible 
Motion Pictures 
EDGAR DALE 


NEw educational device being developed, the audible 
picture. Many films using sound speech 
have been prepared and number them were ex- 
hibited recent gatherings educators. have seen and 
heard Miss Zirbes and Mr. Bode explaining and demonstrating 
the work the Ohio State University elementary school, Mr. 
Buswell has shown the mechanical devices used his arith- 
metic research, Mr. Gates has demonstrated progressive prac- 
tices reading. Science films have been screened which carry 
with them lecture George Clyde Fisher, curator the 
American Museum Natural History. have viewed civics 
pictures which President Hoover, Mr. Wilbur, and other 
cabinet officers took prominent part. The films, see 
from these illustrations, cover wide variety subjects and 
topics; and are informed the producers that their library 
audible motion pictures suitable for educational work 
constantly growing. 

These developments have prompted many optimistic fore- 
casts the educational possibilities this new device. num- 
ber claims for its right enter the classroom additional 
teaching aid have been made. About year ago Mr. Charters 
commented editorially follows: 


The audible moving picture is, however, the coming medium 
these fields. When used, the moving picture will explained 
master rather than teacher, and the sound the radio will 
supplemented sight. Its use will invaluable demonstrations 
the laboratories, athletics, art, and score other fields. The 
master demonstrator the studio can show the action and explain its 
meaning. His superb artistry will then available for exhibition 
every corner the nation. The moving picture and the radio thus 
seem merely the forerunners the audible moving picture.* 


must remembered that statements such these are 
forecasts only possibilities. Before the audible motion pic- 
ture has earned the right enter the classroom, its sponsors 

“Audible Moving Pictures,” VIII (December 
1929), 408. 

290 


MAY 27, 291 


must give positive answers the following questions and must 
present experimental evidence controverting certain adverse 


criticisms this instrument. These questions and criticisms 
are here presented. 


what peculiar advantages does audible motion pic- 
ture have over lessons given the classroom teacher, silent 
motion pictures, slides, textbook presentations, other educa- 
tional The proponents the audible films would 
here, build their case about the ideal, the master 
teacher. The master teacher, the argument runs, rare 
person. taking audible motion pictures the master 
teacher presenting lesson and then later utilizing such lessons 
classroom work, the skill the master teacher endlessly 
duplicated. All classrooms thereby secure the benefit occa- 
sional frequent lessons handled expert. Such 
scheme has obvious merits, but seems present one major 
deficiency; namely, that there one artistic and best way 
presenting lesson. True teaching artistry resides the 
most skillful adaptation materials methods the specific 
persons taught. audible film the stimulation all 
one direction, from the mechanical teacher group 
pupils. the master teacher were actually present the 
classroom, can quite certain that the situation would 
characterized maximum interaction pupil and teacher. 
motion-picture film even artistic teaching is, after all, 
machine and not intelligent person. 

the hypothesis just given relative the ineffectiveness 
mechanical substitute for the master teacher later sub- 
stantiated experimental evidence, does follow that audible 
films artistic teaching have place our educational 
scheme? Not all. The writer believes, the contrary, 
that teacher training offers unusual field for those audible 
films which show the master teacher work meeting actual 
classroom situations. this case, however, the master teacher 
would not directly instructing the prospective teachers. 
would, however, shown teaching children actual classroom 
situations, and variety such case lessons would provide 
type study and discussion material for prospective teachers 
not easily duplicated any other means. Such lessons should 
critically evaluated teachers training and principles 
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education abstracted therefrom. difficult take 
prospective teachers variety progressive classrooms. 
Through the audible motion picture, these classrooms can 
brought them. Experimentation this area should 
vigorously prosecuted. 


SECOND question facing the innovator who wishes intro- 

duce audible motion pictures into the schools is: “What 
unique and educationally beneficial contributions does the 
instrument possess which are not already offered photo- 
graphs, slides, silent motion pictures?” Does the speech 
and sound presented the audible film make genuine educa- 
tional contributions superior the silent film which has 
neither? seems logical believe that the introduction into 
the classroom great leaders modern thought, through the 
medium audible motion pictures, may greatly quicken and 
enrich the pupils’ appreciation these persons way denied 
silent still pictures. should remembered, however, 
that the news reel the commercial motion picture serves just 
this very function, and careful study would have made 
sure that there would undesirable duplication effort. 
Another likely contribution the sound picture might that 
acquainting the child with significant sounds such the song 
birds, the cries wild and tame animals, the sounds 
musical instruments, the roar and clang modern industry. 
such sounds are educational significance, they are not 
satisfactorily presented the commercial movie other 
educational agencies, and the cost justified, audible motion 
pictures might play important acquainting the school 
child with them. 

The use the voice giving running comments during 
the running the audible film seems open certain criticisms, 
least utilized talking motion pictures that have been 
developed date. major function the motion picture 
present what cannot easily satisfactorily described 
words. motion picture emphasizes process not product. 
good motion picture, therefore, presents something becoming 
and dynamic, hence requires high degree concentrated 
activity the part the pupil who following the action. 
The interjection additional mental process listening 
into this mental process careful observation may reduce the 
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effectiveness the observation. interesting note that 
the more static the motion-picture subject, the less distracting 
the speech that accompanies it. For example, the utilization 
speech connection with views the pyramids taken 
motion pictures offers little distraction. matter 
fact, views static objects, even though taken motion- 
picture camera, are reality motionless pictures and not motion 
pictures, the sense conceived able motion-picture tech- 
nicians. such they should evaluated reference 
slides and not motion pictures. believed those cur- 
rently engaged the making silent films for classroom 
purposes that excessive titling indicates either that the con- 
tinuity picture has not been carefully developed that 
the subject does not lend itself motion-picture treatment. 
The problem then boils down the respective merits spoken 
titles opposed written titles. evidence available 
the respective merits these two devices. 


query facing the sponsors audible motion pictures 
the experimental evidence concerning the effectiveness 
this new teaching medium. The opinions prominent edu- 
cators pro and con are interesting, and their observations may 
later prove particularly astute. Their hypotheses 
merits and demerits, however, must tested rigorous 
experimentation has characterized the development silent 
motion pictures. Such experimentation audible motion 
pictures has not yet been reported, but doubtless planned 
the sponsors these films. The results will awaited 
with great interest. 

Let suppose now that experimentation has probed the 
effectiveness audible motion pictures and has discovered 
certain superiorities over other teaching aids. There yet 
another barrier surmounted before such films earn the 
right used regularly the classroom. Evidence must 
presented that the statistically significant differences found are 
really socially significant. There may real difference be- 
tween the results gained the use audible motion pictures 
and silent motion pictures, but the difference may cost more 
than worth. This statement assumes that audible motion 
pictures are more expensive than silent pictures. The critical 
question then is: “Are the additional increments learning 
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that are secured from the new device worth, either saving 
time increase what learned, both, what they cost?” 
Concretely, let suppose that use the audible film one 
gets sixteen hours instruction what secured eighteen 
hours instruction with still pictures. must now answer 
the question: “Is the additional gain worth the price that 
costs?” both types instruction cost the same, then clear 
that would use the more efficient one. However, one 
much more expensive than the other, must bit 
bookkeeping discover whether the increased gain eco- 
nomically justified. 

The writer’s comments may seem prejudicial the audible 
motion picture. They are not intended. They are in- 
tended, however, suggest the principle that new instru- 
ment education which entails increased financial burdens 
and the effects which are commonly agreed upon measure- 
able should introduced into the classroom except for experi- 
mental purposes unless there strong presumption 
evidence its merits. Strict adherence such principle 
not only good educational practice but sound business prac- 
tice well. [Vol. No. 11] 


Chips from the Workshop 


Children’s questions have rarely been utilized curriculum 
construction perhaps primarily because the expense trans- 
ferring the data secured into form which makes easily 
handled, usually cards inches. order obviate 
this difficulty had children write the questions directly 
cards inches. this way were always working with 
original data and could handle from twenty-five fifty thou- 
sand questions with minimal cost and effort. 


Recent experience with suggesting sample duties, duty- 
analysis questionnaire, indicates the need for great caution be- 
cause was discovered that the sample duties were commonly 
given the duties commonly performed. samples are 
given any questionnaire this type, one should careful 
see that they are given all the general areas studied, 
and that they are not type which will stimulate mere 
imitation. 


‘ 
‘ 


Students’ Deficiencies English 
ARNOLD 


who are engaged college teaching adminis- 


trative work recognize the importance the adequate 

preparation entering students. Now while colleges 
whole seem have accepted almost axiomatic the 
general principle that student’s lack preparation “tool 
subjects” constitutes rather serious handicap ultimate suc- 
cess his college course, little effort has been made 
the colleges enable him remove any deficiencies which 
may have. determine the typical weaknesses group 
140 undergraduates, approximately per cent whom were 
college Freshmen, the Pressey tests, covering capitalization, 
punctuation, grammar, and sentence structure, were given. All 
the students tested were enrolled the several classes 
five-hour course freshman English and had completed 
approximately half the work the course. 

Half the group failed capitalize the first word 
line poetry, per cent neglected the capital names 
particular localities such per cent did not cap- 
italize “Republican,” per cent omitted the capital “Cath- 
olic,” while per cent failed use capitals the compound 
noun “Red Cross.” The use capitals situations where 
none were called for seemed rather common practice 
with the students tested. There was tendency capitalize 
any word that seemed important the student, whether good 
usage required that capitalized not. The capitalization 
prepositions, articles, and conjunctions titles also appeared 
rather common practice. The average all capitali- 
zation errors for the entire group was found per cent. 

interesting note that the writer’s results, obtained 
from tests, roughly agree with the findings Seaton, Leiper, 
Potter and Touton, Stormzand, and which are based 
analyses errors written compositions. Both Leiper and 
Seaton mention overcapitalization seemingly important 
words common error type the compositions college 
students. 

The test punctuation required the placing punctua- 
tion marks sentences, the number occurrences for 
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each mark being follows: comma, apostrophe, period, 
73; quotation marks, exclamation point, colon, dash, 
semicolon, and question mark, Four sentences require 
punctuation marks whatever. test was likewise given 
140 students. 

The results the error analysis are given Table Thus 
since there are two opportunities use the dash and 140 
students the greatest possible number errors using the 
dash 280. 

Punctuation errors these tests were more than twice 
frequent errors capitalization, the average for punctuation 
being per cent compared per cent for capitaliza- 


TABLE 
Tue FOR THE 


GROUP WITH THE PERCENTAGE 
Errors For Mark 


Total 
Possible Errors 


(Per Cent) 


Quotation mark 

Apostrophe 

Exclamation point 


tion. the omissions and misuses the range error from 
per cent, case the dash, per cent the case the 
question mark. the 147 marks which were inserted where 
none were required, approximately per cent were commas, 
while the remaining ones were mainly semicolons. There 
thus some evidence general tendency insert the comma 
where there the slightest suggestion that mark required. 
The student his eagerness insert all the necessary marks 
seems determined add more than the sentence requires. 
Periods are rarely omitted. The use the dash seems 
thoroughly unfamiliar the majority the students. the 
test the parenthesis frequently substituted for the dash. 


(2) (3) 
Dash 280 
280 
560 
1,120 
420 
mark........... 
Quest 140 


Ww 
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Quotation marks are omitted rather frequently. Whether this 
due carelessness inability use the mark not entirely 
clear. The semicolon seems too little understood; the majority 
use the comma substitute. interesting note that 
inability use properly three out total nine marks 
(comma, apostrophe, and quotation marks) constitutes per 
cent the total number errors made the test. 

comparison some the error studies covering the 
field punctuation, combination with the writer’s analysis 
the present study, again show rough agreement with respect 
the punctuation errors the writings college students 
which appear need consideration. The error studies 
Stormzand and Seaton, Potter and Touton, Pressey 
and Leiper, well the writer’s analysis, seem agree 
placing comma errors the head the list punctuation 
disabilities. The following types comma situations appear 
worth mentioning: comma omitted between clauses com- 
pound sentence; comma not used set off purely introduc- 
tory ideas beginning sentence; members series not 
separated comma; comma not used set off parenthetical 
ideas; and comma omitted setting off dependent clause out 
its natural order. addition the comma errors that have 
just been mentioned, the superfluous use this punctua- 


tion mark should also receive attention rather common 
error type. 


THE grammar test there are groups four sentences 
each. One sentence each group ungrammatical. The 
student instructed check this sentence each group. 
error, therefore, consists checking wrong sentence which 
grammatically correct and failing mark incorrect sen- 
tence definite grammatical error. 

Two forms the test were used. Form was given 
students, Form students; total 140. Since the 
number errors possible each form the test 30, the 
total possible errors were 4,200. 

The errors made the students may grouped into six 
rather distinct types, which are arranged order frequency 
occurrence the following table, showing the percentage 
frequency occurrence for each six typical errors English 
grammar the two forms the test: 
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Percentage 
Errors 
Confusion cases personal pronouns............. 
Pronoun not agreement with antecedent number... 
Confusion words having similar sounds............ 
Verb not agreement with subject number......... 


this connection interesting note that Stormzand 
and found that “errors the use verb” constituted 
per cent the total grammatical errors. this number, 
the largest single error proved “confusion the past 
tense and past participle,” [per cent], the next largest being, 
“failure verb agree with its subject,” [per cent]. 
Seaton observed that errors tense forms verbs occurred 
second frequency, while failure verb agree with subject 
number took third place. also found that per cent 
all grammar mistakes centered around four error types. 


the test grammar, this test there are also 
groups four statements each. One statement each 
group expressed faulty English. The student instructed 
check this faulty statement. error, therefore, consisted 
checking correct statement instead the faulty one. Two 
forms the test were given total 140 students. The 
total number errors made sentence structure was 593, 
average per cent, the same percentage error was 
found the grammar test. 

From analysis these test results the chief deficiencies 
these college students English composition seem center 
around the following typical errors: (1) use modifier with- 
out reference the thing modified; (2) use modifiers too 
remote from the words modified and pronouns too remote 
from their antecedents; (3) disregard antecedents pro- 
nouns; (4) fragments sentences used whole sentence, 
for example, adverbial clause used for sentence; and 
(5) use long sentences with several parts joined only 
“and,” “so,” simply commas. the list may added 
(6) the “stringy” “run on” sentence which Seaton found 
the most common sentence structure disability among college 
students. also interesting note here that Pressey his 

[Continued page 
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EDITORIAL COMMENT 


Education 


the last quarter century the schools have been 
the crest wave public generosity. Ad- 

ministrators have attributed any failure the part 
the public support the program the school lack 
understanding. For years was annually demonstrated that 
the taxpayers would vote support the schools the legal 
limit and beyond. But within later years, and particularly 
the present time, the public has begun weigh the relative 
values the schools against the desirability good roads, 
social welfare, and public improvements order decide how 
much the taxpayer’s dollar should each. the process 
weighing, the time has come when the school must prove its 
case competition with other public enterprises, and for educa- 
tion the occasion growing increasingly critical. 

Educators will have formulate the characteristics 
educated man. They will have differentiate between the 
educational essentials and the lesser essentials the curriculum. 
Can they justify the course offerings the high schools, 
must they reduce the electives, and contract the teaching staff? 
Which are the essentials and which the decorations the 
present school provisions? Specifically, are music and art 
essential? Should the high schools give vocational training? 
Should any training high schools provided public 
such these are being voiced those 
who pay the taxes and feel the pinch mounting rates. Having 
been asked they cannot ignored. Even though educators 
may dogmatically answer, the public may not agree with their 
assumptions and may demand considered and authoritative 
answers. The problem complicated, that one will deny. 
How much arithmetic, art, science, history, English neces- 
sary make educated man? For how much education 
its prospective citizens should the state responsible, and for 
how much should the parents have pay? When does the 
self-interest the individual cross state-interest? Should the 
professional man pay for his education benefited eco- 
nomically thereby even though the state needs professional 
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men? Can citizen sufficiently educated for essential civic 
responsibility eight, nine, twelve, sixteen years? These 
are difficult questions answer, but the public asking them 
and will find some answer whether right wrong. The legis- 
lature California has recently appointed group laymen 
investigate the efficiency its schools. 


must attack this question promptly, using both 
their interest the problem and such techniques in- 
vestigation they have. They must give substantial weight 
the opinions intelligent and experienced laymen avoid 
the fallacious judgments self-interest. They need know 
how rapidly and with what degree comprehension the citizen 
must read, and the kinds reading materials which 
should competent. They must determine the mastery 
arithmetic and algebra which essential. The desirable 
extent acquaintance with art, literature, and music must 
given careful consideration. The essential information about 
hygiene and the habits health with which the prospective 
citizen needs familiar, the form his scientific information 
should take does not aspire become expert; how 
much and what history needs must also formulated. 
What traits character are required, and how sturdy these 
should be, well the extent the prospective citizen’s 
knowledge and interest the social and civic problems his 
generation must also included this schedule the 
educator. 

final answer these questions cannot reached, but 
answer can secured which will least crystallized 
formulation opinion. Any intelligent and considered answer 
better than the present amorphous ideas held the pro- 
fession. Even tentative formulation better than none, 
partly because will help orient the thinking the public, 
and partly because will demand another, clearer formulation 
those whose opinions differ. Nothing more permanently 
healthful for education than discussions clear-cut conflicting 
issues concerning the purposes education the social life 
the nation. 

W.W.C. 


READINGS 


Sociology, (April, 1931), pp. 

The author desired test the assumption that clerical and professional 
workers limit their families for selfish reasons. asked 115 senior college 
and graduate students submit list families which have less than three 
children and which were well known the student that the reasons for 
family limitation could stated. total 385 families was thus obtained. 
tabulation the reasons shows that only per cent are When 

economic” and “selfish” reasons are combined the percentage still below 
50. the reason given for most the families. The study 


further evidenced that although two things occur together, the one not 
necessarily the cause the other. 


Harry Points Child Guidance Clinic Work,” 

Journal Educational Sociology, (April, 1931), pp. 

This article urgent appeal for the harmonious co-operation four 
professional groups, psychologists, social workers, psychiatrists, 
ricians who are engaged child-guidance clinical work. Each group com- 
posed specialists and has its important functions. welfare the 
child best attained when the child viewed whole and when all pool 
their contributions and view each other’s work with respect and pertinency. 

The supposed failure some the methods was not due much the 
method itself but the way which was applied. Clinicians now realize 
that telling mother how and getting mother apply the proper treat- 
ment for habit problems are two different things. emphasis the 


future must the latter. The parent well the child becomes 
case for the clinic. 


Deyo, “The Technique Planning Co-operative 

Groups,” Educational Method, (April, 1931), pp. 

integration chart for co-operating group elementary grades, 
Grades IV, here described. Such chart may include all the four 
grades showing their interrelations, may the chart for single group 
including the work covered different subjects during week 
month. Careful planning, right perspective, unity purpose, and interest 
are necessary the successful accomplishment such co-operative integration. 


Laura “Oral Work Prerequisite Reading,” Modern 

Language Journal, (April, 1931), pp. 

Assuming that student foreign language develops the powers rec- 
ognition and comprehension more quickly than the abilities reproduce the 
language orally writing, the author stresses increased emphasis upon oral 
work for the better and more rapid promotion reading mastery. Reading 
for reading’s sake not valid inspiring objective. Language means 
communication the social life group. the import this 
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article that teachers must amply consider methods creating incentives and 
provide the means for natural oral and written participation language 
communication. language becomes living the individual that 
extent stimulates further familiarity. 


Paper Covers 


T., Covert, Timon. Age-Grade Study 7,632 Ele- 
mentary Pupils Consolidated Schools. Washington: Department 
Interior, 1930. (Pamphlet No. 

This study presents age-grade distribution 7,632 pupils the 
elementary grades consolidated schools located states and having 
median elementary enrollments 250 for the year comparing 
the under- and over-ageness pupils these consolidated schools with 
that city school systems from which data were secured the same 
time, was found that the percentage the pupils under- and over-age for 
their grades was 21.3 per cent and 15.2 per cent the consolidated schools 
and 19.7 per cent and 13.4 per cent, respectively, the city school 
systems. These figures are based norms six seven years age for 
normal first-grade pupils, seven eight years age for second-grade 
pupils, and on. 

Among the findings were the following: that the 7,632 pupils enrolled 
the eight grades had taken 3,132 years school work more than once; 
that per cent all the boys and per cent the girls had decayed 
teeth; per cent the boys and per cent the girls had eyesight dif- 
ficulties which interfered with their school work; the hearing 2.4 per cent 
the boys and 1.7 per cent the girls was deficient enough interfere 


with their school work; and that bad posture was attributed 11.7 per cent 
the boys and 8.2 per cent the girls the group. would 
expected, was found that the percentage retardation among those pupils 
having physical defects was appreciably higher than that for the entire group. 


“Ten Years Research and Service,” University Kansas Bulletin Edu- 
cation, (October, 1930), pp. 1-36. 

interesting summary the progress and accomplishments the 
Bureau School Service and Research the University 
presented this special number their Bulletin The number 
commemorates the tenth year service the director, OBrien, and 
relates the expansion that department the university during the period, 
well enumerating the publications and projects accomplished. 

Frances 


STEPHEN Secondary Education Germany, France, England and 
Denmark. Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard University Press, 1930. 
pp. (Harvard Bulletin Education, No. 15) 

This series lectures, the introduction indicates, and deals with 
secondary schools only. The material for the pamphlet was gathered 
practical teacher and former head master personal study the schools 
described; lays the emphasis upon the curriculums and methods these 
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European schools. one already has good understanding these basic 
matters, then the lectures are often suggestive. that case, also, one will 
not misled the many minor errors found the work confused 
the use technical words unusual senses. The last lecture “the 


problem scholarship” and concludes with the sentence, “Our problem 


build our system free-education-for-all higher standard for those who 
are best fitted profit it.” 


Goop 


Handicapped. Kansas City, Missouri: Executive Department the Kan- 
sas City, Missouri, Public Schools, 1930. pp. (Kansas City School 
Service Bulletin, Vol. No. 

Kansas The Seven Year System. Kansas City, Missouri: Ex- 
ecutive Departments the Kansas City, Missouri, Public Schools, 1929. 
pp. (Kansas City School Service Bulletin, Vol. II, No. 

Kansas City maintains three types schools for the under-privileged 
child, those physically handicapped, those suffering from certain mental 
handicaps, and those morally and socially handicapped. The first bulletin 
named describes the schools for the physically handicapped. The schools 
maintained included open-air schools, trachoma school, school for the deaf, 
sight-saving class, and school for crippled children. 

The second bulletin presents data the seven-year system elementary 
schools which has been used Kansas City for years. data show 
that the average length time required complete the elementary-school 
course eight-year system 8.3 years, and that Kansas City the mean 
length time required finish the seven-year elementary school 7.47 
years. Comparisons are also made between work done seven-year and 


eight-year systems. 


School District 1928-29. Lansing, Michigan: Department Public In- 
struction, 1930. pp. 9-64. (Bulletin No. 56. Part 

Lansing, Michigan: Department Public Instruction, 1930. pp. 
(Bulletin No. 56. Part 

This not merely another bulletin. Part anonymous message 
from teacher who has put her heart and soul into the work rural com- 
munity which she has adopted her own. One impressed not only with 
the sincere enthusiasm this teacher for her work, but even more the 
effectiveness her community leadership. She has made herself distinct 


asset many ways the families who live the vicinity her school. 


One distinguishing characteristic this bulletin the emphasis upon 

This teacher has facility for making her school vivid 
reality which all readers will share with her, the characteristics Frank 
who lacked self-confidence, the father who brings his children school 


stormy mornings and helps make frozen pump behave, the mothers 
who assist the county fair. 
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addition the interesting description the school and community 
general, the teacher features typical day the beginning the year, 
winter day, and day spring. Beginning teachers, and especially pros- 
pective rural teachers, will find this bulletin most inspiring and 
hoped that this bulletin may widely read because most worth while, 
not only from rural point view, but from the new educational standpoint. 

Part this same bulletin, Mr. George Otwell, head the 
Division Rural Education, discusses the progress Rural Education 
Michigan 1929. shows the development consolidation teacher 
training and supervision the rural schools which helps the child the 
outlying districts have opportunities that approach those the cities. 
indicates, however, that much still remains done. 


Motion Pictures. Bloomington, Indiana: Bureau 
Visual Instruction, Indiana University, 1930. pp. (Bulletin the 
Extension Division, XVI, No. 

Lantern Slides. Bloomington, Indiana: Bureau 
Visual Instruction, Indiana University, 1930. pp. (Bulletin the 
Extension Division, XVI, No. 

1000 and One. Chicago: The Educational 
Screen, Inc., 1930. 144 pp. 

The motion-picture service furnished Indiana University its clients 
the state described the first pamphlet. The privilege securing 
wide variety 35-millimeter films obtained payment annual $12 
enrollment fee. The library 16-millimeter films has not been exten- 
sively developed, but beginning has been made. 

Lantern-slide service also furnished the Extension Division, slides 
being available more than thirty branches The annual 
fee for this service $5.00. 

The seventh edition Educational Screen’s compilation 
theatrical films shows the great number films available for educational use. 
most interest the classroom teacher will the increasing variety 


films available the narrow-gauge, 16-millimeter width. 


Hamer, The Master Farmers America and Their Education. 
lowa City, lowa: University lowa, 1930. 151 pp. 

This book comprehensive and meaningful study the education and 
basic facts concerning the master farmers and their wives states. 
should study for farmers generally. understood that all 
master farmers are actually engaged farming, and are good farmers, but 
not all good farmers are master farmers. study acknowledges this fact. 
The purposes the study were discover what need there for the educa- 
tion the farmer, and what type education seems fit him most 
efficiently for the solution his problems; consider what extent edu- 
cation, carried schools and outside the schools, seem have 
been factor the success the master farmer. 

The study most convincing relative the influence the farmer 
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stabilizing agriculture national profitable occupation. The study the 
education the master farmers revealed that average annual incomes were 


follows: college graduates, $4,214; less than eighth grade, $4,013; and 
more than eighth grade, $3,940. 


The Status Rural Supervisors Instruction the 
United States. Ithaca, New York: Department Rural Education, New 
York State College Agriculture, Cornell University, 1930. pp. 
The purpose the study which resulted the publication this leaflet 
was discover the status rural supervisors communities where special 
supervisors are provided, where the policy the state provide 
assistance for the county superintendents, supervisory Data were 
secured from 318 white supervisors and colored supervisors rural 
districts states. was found that most rural supervisors, when titled 
such, were unmarried women, although with the changing the title 
assistant county superintendent the position was more apt filled 
married man. 

Seventy-three per cent all supervisors were found women, 
although Ohio and Pennsylvania employed men almost Super- 
visors whole are mature group, averaging thirty-nine years age; 
per cent have been reared farms. The median salary $2,250. Many 
rural supervisors spend their summers college. They have spent from 
nine twelve years teaching, and five eight years supervision. Each 
pupils. The supervisor obligated visit from classrooms per week. 

The needs which are brought the fore this study are for the 
establishment uniform salary schedule, the raising the level salaries 
for colored supervisors, the changing certification standards some states, 
more specific training supervision, and the decrease the supervisory load. 


Frances 
Books Read 


Concerning Our Girls and What They Tell 
Us. New York: Teachers College, Columbia University, 1930. 
192 pp. (Teachers College, Columbia University, Contributions Edu- 
cation, No. 430) 

questionnaire, employing seven different techniques and composed 
539 actual life situations and 116 direct personal questions covering confi- 
dential situations religious nature between mothers and daughters was 
administered 450 high-school girls. will refreshing some, but 
disconcerting others, learn that this author does not employ the usual 
statistical treatment her data. She admits that the credence the responses 
open question. However, high degree trustworthiness seems evident 
from very careful study inner consistency, detailed study several 
cases where there was corroborating evidence outside the questionnaire, the 
use supplementary questions show whether the girl’s answer one 
made theory experience, and lastly, frank discussions with groups 


the girls. 
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While the failure use statistical methods may tend engender 
attitude uncertainty the reader, one compelled admit that very 
thorough and detailed piece work has been done virgin field which 
such measures would extremely difficult obtain. footnotes are 
employed throughout the study, nor any bibliography appended. 


Teachers College, Columbia University, 1930. pp. (Teachers Col- 
lege, Columbia University, Contributions Education, No. 429) 

This research has the distinguishing characteristic being unique. 
Cartoons are here regarded symbolic drawings, and those selected for the 
study “are significant general concepts rather than meaningful them- 
selves. man represents the ordinary citizen, the funnel represents the 
immigration quota, and the pig-shaped balloon represents the profiteers.” 
The cartoons selected for the study deal with special problems which require 
correct interpretation fact. Imaginative interpretations are not 
considered. 

The interpretations cartoons were made approximately one hundred 
and fifty children each grade from Grade through Grade The 
study included large city schools and rural consolidated schools. The data 
were analyzed qualitatively ascertain the main trends and quantitatively 
for the purpose scoring The meanings which children 
associate with cartoons constitute most interesting and significant data. 

Growth ability interpret symbolic drawings abstractly and correctly 
generally continuous although there some indication period greater 
increase ability interpret symbolic drawings from the sixth seventh 
through the ninth grade. Concrete and abstract interpretations are found 
index mental development. Four distinct types response were 
discovered: “repetition,” “description,” interpretation,” and “ab- 
stract interpretation.” Correct interpretation symbolic drawings not unlike 
reading paragraph solving arithmetic problem. The investigator also 
concludes that cartoons are desirable curriculum material for social studies. 

While must admitted that this research highly charged with 
interest because unique, one questions seriously the inclusion many 
cartoons social sciences other curricular materials. Too often cartoons 
represent bias which prejudicial the best thinking the individual. 
would exceedingly difficult secure enough cartoons enable one 
approach the multiplicity social problems with unclouded vision and 
open mind. 


FoR AND Parent Epucation. The 
Child’s Chicago: University Chicago Press, 1930. pp. 
(Proceedings the Mid-West Conference Character Development) 

The book contains the lectures and discussions the third conference 
the Chicago Association for Child Study and Parent Education. The dis- 
cussions are classified into the bases emotions, experiments emotions, 
emotional life with reference social relationships, experiences the child’s 
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emotional life, and adjustments the emotional life the child. The 
contents the book are the form reviews theories and experiments 
the general field emotion. Two articles, one Cornelia Parker and one 
Augusta Bronner, discuss the emotions adolescence, laying especial stress 
the parent-child relationship during this period the child’s development. 

Among the list contributors this volume are found such names 
Norman Cameron, Mary Cover Jones, Anton Carlson, Floyd Allport, 
Benjamin Gruenberg, and Eduard Lindeman. The book recom- 
mended especially for use reference parents’ study groups, and all 


those who are interested the emotional and social development children 
members social group. 


Morris, Lyte The Single Salary Schedule. New York: Teachers Col- 
lege, Columbia University, 1930. pp. (Teachers College, Columbia 
University, Contributions Education, No. 413) 

This study considers the various contentions advocates and opponents 
the single salary schedule. The author also treats the amount academic 
and professional training teachers have received, and the possible effects 
the single salary schedule. There likewise discussion both experience 
and merit factors considered the preparation single salary 
schedules. There some discussion the cost and the manner and means 
administering such schedules. 

The study covers fifty cities having single and regular salary schedules. 
excellent study the effect the single salary schedule and seems 


indicate that there appreciable difference with reference the train- 
ing and preparation personnel. 


Lewis 


Brocan, The Work Placement Offices Teacher Training 
Institutions. New York: Teachers College, Columbia University, 1930. 
pp. (Teachers College, Columbia University, Contributions Edu- 
cation, No. 434) 

comparing the items city-school application forms with those found 
placement credentials, the author found that the placement offices were 
not furnishing much information was asked for the city-school people. 
From this concluded that the placement offices should increase the amount 
information which they furnish regarding candidates, 

Interesting comparisons are made attitudes superintendents, college 
administrators, and placement directors the policies placement offices 
such matters charging fees, rating and recommending candidates, 
soliciting vacancies, and registering candidates. would expected, the 
city superintendents more nearly agree with the placement directors 
policies than either with the presidents teachers’ colleges. 

whole, the work well done, and contribution the literature 
this field. Perhaps larger number superintendents and college presi- 
dents should have been sent questionnaires. quite likely that different 
attitudes would have been expressed had superintendents smaller com- 
munities had the opportunity expressing their opinions. The author does 
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not take this fact fully into consideration his conclusions. For example, 
the city superintendents the main have preferred not have vacancies 
solicited through mail any other means. This because the larger cities 
run their own placement offices. However, quite likely that superin- 
tendents the smaller school systems welcome suggestions that appointments 
offices can service them, including even forms which the busy 
superintendent can indicate easily the type vacancy which has. 
ANDERSON 


Geometry. New York: Electrical Research Products, Inc., 1930. pp. 

This teacher’s handbook for use with the educational talking picture 
entitled Play Imagination Geometry.” The book gives the three 
following aims and purposes this talking picture: geometry may taught 
for general information, for natural exercise rigid, logical thinking, and 
for the pleasure its acquisition. Eight objectives this talking picture 
are given, among them being the creation interest mathematical laws 
for which natural laws are close approximations, the conception the 
idea infinity, the grasping the idea functionality and spaces 
various dimensions. Some eight learning situations are listed. Objections 
this vitalizing geometry are also listed. This little pamphlet should 
the hands teachers mathematics. 

Rasor 


Students’ Deficiencies English 
[Continued from page 


study seventh- and eighth-grade children’s errors found that 
“stringy sentences” and fragments used whole sentences 
made nearly half the errors sentence structure. 

conclusion the writer would point out that while there 
are certain disagreements between the test results reported and 
the composition analyses referred to, there agreement that 
college students are unfamiliar with many issues good usage. 
Then, too, should remembered that the tests, requiring 
students the ability deal with specific cases English 
usage, are much less likely indicate errors merely careless- 
ness slips, which occur commonly written compositions. 
the whole, would seem that the facts set forth show 
rather clearly that college entrants are noticeably deficient 
the mechanics English composition, and that the deficiencies 
are sufficiently limited number warrant well-organized 
remedial attack them college authorities. 
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NEW TESTS 


new manuals practice exercises mathematics have 

been published the Harter Publishing Company, 
Cleveland. The first these Book VI, Work Book 
Arithmetic, Garry Cleveland Myers and Caroline Elizabeth 
Myers. This book has been developed provide practice 
exercises fundamentals arithmetic. The authors believe 
that the way attain speed put emphasis upon accuracy 
and that when much emphasis put speed accuracy suffers. 
Hence, the child works his own speed. There stop 
watch set upon his performances, but enough exercises are 
provided that the authors hope that the pupils will gain 
the requisite speed even though their attention concentrated 
upon accuracy. 

The second manual entitled Work Book Algebra, Part 
II, Myers, Elizabeth Thomas, and Persing 
represents attempt write algebra practice exercises which 
emphasize both fundamental operations and the solution 
verbal problems. This work book based the same phi- 
losophy the one arithmetic. Accuracy emphasized; 
speed not mentioned. The authors attempt break the 
usual learning step into number smaller ones 
sequential development the exercises. 

neither manual the authors describe how the exercises 
were selected nor how extensively they were tried out. 
examination them shows that they are interestingly written 
and attractively printed. One outstanding value such work 
books the provision materials which may assigned 
individual pupils who then may work individual rates. 


suggestive self-rating scale which has come our 
desk open letter high-school Seniors entitled Shall 
College, devised Lonzo Jones, the University 
and published the Public School Publishing Company, 
Bloomington, Mr. Jones has selected series 
traits which believes important the success 
student college and, describing them simple fashion, has 
asked the high-school Senior consider himself carefully 
309 
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terms these traits and rate himself accurately can. 
However, evidence presented the accuracy the 
rating high-school students commonly make nor the use- 
fulness the letter. probable that students will find 
great deal difficulty actually using the graphic rating scale 
presented this open letter. The questions which the high 
school Senior asked consider are: love learning? 
have the How well read? family backing 
me? Can lay out plan and stick Can pay the price? 
Shall addition the ratings which the 
high-school student gives himself the principal asked give 
corresponding ratings. will interesting compare the 
evaluations made the principal and the Senior himself. 
Undoubtedly, however, the greatest values lie the oppor- 
tunity provides for students consider what college educa- 
tion means and the stimulation for them make careful 
appraisal their own qualities even though that evaluation 
may rather inadequate. 


Personality Inventory has been prepared Robert 

Bernreuter and published the Stanford University 
Press, Stanford University, California. The nature this 
inventory similar others which have been widely used 
during the past few years. consists series questions 
about typical and atypical behavior students each which 
answered Yes, No, Uncertain. The questions have 
been chosen provide situations which there oppor- 
tunity express neurotic tendencies, attitudes 
introversion, and submission. When the student has responded 
the questions the inventory the test may scored for 
each the four personality traits separately, thus giving the 
advantage four scales. The test quite reliable since the 
average coefficients are about .89. The only evidences 
validity presented are correlations with other widely used tests 
the same area. The Bernreuter Personality Inventory gives 
high correlation with the Thurstone Neurotic Inventory, the 
Bernreuter Self-sufficiency Test, the Laird Introversion Test, 
and the Allport Ascendance-Submission Reaction Study. For 
certain types guidance the blanks may found useful with 
high-school students, college teachers, and with adults. 

TYLER 


Books Received but Not Reviewed 


Junior College Book List. Berkeley, California: Uni- 
versity California Press, 1930. pp. 

Jamison, Mother Nature’s Little People. Dansville, New York: 
Owen Publishing Company, 1930. 128 pp. 

Rayner Political Parties the United States. pp. 
nationalism and the United States. Philadelphia: McKinley Publishing 
Company, 1930. pp. 

Mary The Growth the American People and Nation. Bos- 
ton: Ginn and Company, 1931. 631 pp. 

Locasa, Historical Fiction and Other Reading References for 
History Classes Junior and Senior High Schools. Philadelphia: 
McKinley Publishing Company, 1930. 131 pp. 

Morrison, Henry The Practice Teaching the Secondary School 
(Rev. ed.) Chicago: University Chicago Press, 1931. 688 pp. 

American History. New York: Macmillan Company, 1930. 119 pp. 

Wood Work the Junior High School. Peoria, 
Manual Arts Press, 1930. 248 pp. 

History American Government and Culture. Boston: 
Ginn and Company, 1930. xvii-+635 pp. 
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